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ARKANSAS CHICK PLACEMENTS UP 6 PERCENT FROM LAST YEAR

Broiler-type chicks placed for meat production in Arkansas was 24.8 million during the week ending December
20, 2003. Placements were up 6 percent from both the comparable week in 2002, and also from the previous
week, and included 2.4 million chicks shipped in from other states. Cumulative placements from December 29,
2002 through December 20, 2003 were 1.23 million, up 2 percent from the same period a year earlier.

The broiler-type chicks hatched for the week was 25.6 million, up 5 percent from the corresponding week a year
earlier, and up 2 percent from the previous week. Of the total hatch, 2.8 million chicks were shipped out of the
state. Average hatchability for chicks hatched was 82.6 percent.

Arkansas hatcheries set 30.8 million broiler-type eggs during the week ending December 20, 2003, up 2 percent
for the same period last year, but down 1 percent from the previous week.

Leading breeders in the UNITED STATES placed 6.9 million broiler-type pullet chicks for future domestic
hatchery supply flocks during November 2003, up slightly from November 2002.

ARKANSAS BROILER CHICK PLACEMENTS U.S. BROILER-TYPE PULLET CHICKS PLACED
BY WEEK, 2002 - 2003 FOR DOMESTIC HATCHERY SUPPLY FLOCKS
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NET PLACEMENTS IN ARKANSAS U.S. PULLET CHICKS PLACED
Week Year % Year %
Ending 2002 | 2003 Change Month 2002 | 2003 Change
1,000 1,000

Nov. 15 20,431 23,335 114 Jun. 7,206 6,748 94
Nov. 22 22,968 22,777 99 Jul. 6,602 7,071 107
Nov. 29 21,996 23,381 106 Aug. 7,449 7,401 99
Dec. 6 23,291 22,786 98 Sep. 6,676 6,654 100
Dec. 13 24,762 23,280 94 Oct. 6,265 6,485 104
Dec. 20 23,254 24,764 106 Nov. 6,938 6,946 100




BROILEREGGS SET ANDCHICES PLACEDIN19 MAJORSTATES BY WEEKS, 2003

EGGS SET {in Thowsands) CHICKSPLACED (in Thousards)
Wik Frding 1/ i v

STATE 2-Nov | 06Dec | 13-Dec | 20Dec | % | 15Nov | 2-Nov | 20-Mov | 06Dec | 13Dec | 20Dec | %
Alhara 026 W30 2050 20403 107 | 0197 1032 21133 AL ASW® 9% 10
ARKANSAS 198 05T 30992 77T 102 | B3 W 23381 286 B0 24,764 106
Delawvare 3785 388 3805 3777 111 | 4306 4900 6159+ 4802 4,689 4857 91
Florida 1352 1354 135 1353 86 | 1664 1548 180 164 1420 1616 92
Georgia 33051+ 3,664 33260 32128 107 | 22525 2364 24971+ 25137 MSR* 25840 105
Keniirky 6895 6965 6768 6781 103 | 5174 529  S051 5432 5849 S647 103
Marstard 8865+ 8763 8868 S84 00 | 527 5636 SM3* 5200 5042 6100 105
Mississippi 19027 19237 10396 19182 103 | 15291 14292 15146 15738 15804 1628 102
N. Carolina 18386 * 16,791 1S004 * 18,046 102 | 14,247 13844 14130+ 14,550 14354+ 14,608 102
Okdahoma 6312 6358 6371 6442 101 | 4374 4255 4476  S858 5512 4383
Perwsybvaria 3841 3795+ 364+ 3775 13 | 2471 2496 267 2663 * 2669 * 2637 1B
S. Camlira 3040 3,794 3861 3517 T2 | 3342 435 424 4273 3842 4460 117
Texas 1485 14151 13879 14882 101 | 10,738 11887 12276 12030 122902 12356 105
Virgiria 6622 6438 639 6325 102 | S6M 4953 4527 S8 S5:85 5131 87
CALAMOTNWY 71440 20653 * 20438 21068 111 | 17217 17971 10141 10868 10187* 10581 100

Tota 2003

208 560 * 203,741 * 206,538 * 206340 135,730 156694 164411 * 167 814 * 166,601 * 170,156
Tota 2002 2537 100004 203251 0056 147070 154072 161,600 161841 163,147 164,308
CoPrev, Year 103 102 102 103 105 1M 1m 1M 102 103
Approxitnaie Madketing Daie MMM ... oo s oo s ssssssss ssssss 03-Jm 10-Jm 1%-Jn M4-Jan  3l-Jan 07-Feh
* Revised . 1Y Cnremt week as percent of the same week last vear.

EGGS SET IN 19 SELECTED STATES UP 3 PERCENT

Commercial hatcheries in the 19-state weekly program set 206 million eggs during the week ending December 20, 2003.
This was up 3 percent from the eggs set the corresponding week a year earlier. Average hatchability for chicks hatched
during the week was 83 percent. Average hatchability is calculated by dividing chicks hatched during the week by eggs
set three weeks earlier.

BROILER CHICKS PLACED UP 3 PERCENT

Broiler growers in the 19-state weekly program placed 170 million chicks for meat production during the week ending
December 20, 2003. Placements were up 3 percent from the comparable week a year earlier. Cumulative placements from
December 29, 2002 through December 20, 2003 were 8.48 billion, down slightly from the same period a year earlier.




